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In F{istory Of County
T'he flames which swePb through

"The Lodge" earlY this morning
wiped out orle of the county's
landmarks and swept away some

ot the romantic dnd old world
histol'y of Mat'in,

Built some ?0 Years ago on the
hiltside teading to Wolfe Grade,
the three-sLory lrame mansion
was constructed on the sprawling
estate of the Lerryis Gerstle fam-
ilv,

Long time residents of San Ra-
fael recall that the house was oc-
cupied by !Irs. Gerstle's sister,
Mrs, Sall'ah Sloss and Mrs. Sloss'

husband, a judge on th'e state
suprerhe court.

I'or many Years, its high ceil-
inged dining and living rooms were
the scene of lavish entertainment
for society of Marin and the BaY

AIea.
!'ollowing the death of M1's.

slos in the 1920's, her family

sevelal small apartments. lts three
floors a,nd attic were remade into
some 20 apartments having about
40 rooms, it was learned.

Leonhard also remodeled the
former coach house of the estate
into a home for his famlly.

"The Lodge" was then leased
to Jerry and Gertrude Hamigan
who were in charge of the build-
ing when the fire struck.

moved to San Francisco and used

their Marin home for weekend and
summer visits.

Just prior to World War II, the
Sloss family tulned the home over

Builder Of 'Lodge'
Notoble Figure
EDITOR,
fndependent-Journal :

ft is unfortunate that yon do
not have in your fites the his-
tory of 6ome of San Rafael,s col-
orful early settlers. This was
evidenced by your recent article
"Lodge Was Iandmar.k" in v/hich
you referred to the fabulousrpio-
neer who bullt tlte mansion in
1883, as MIs. Salah Sloss' hus-
bAnd, judge of the State Supreme
Court. IIis name uras Louis Sloss,
but judge was not one of the
manyrtitles he held. (You con-
fused hirir with his son; Judge
M, C. Sloss, now living in S.F.)
The land on which the Lorlge
was built was purchased by
Louis Sloss lrom Anson Hotdllng

jn 1883. It was adjacent to, not
on the Letr is G crsl,le pt.opelty,
hs [hc Independent hnd iL. Mrs.
S.0ss alld Mrs. Gerstle wer.e sis-
tels, and their husbands wcre
partners in business since 1851.

The house which burned down
Was a monument to a far.sighted
pioneer. When he dicd there in
1902, an editotial in a Sa.n f'r.an-
cisco netvspaper stated the fol-
lorving: ". . , he saw the.lvealth
in the waste places of the earth
and went Iorth to take some of
it, Louis Sloss as a irader was
always miles a.head of the fron-
ti€r. He wai a pioneer in Cali-
fornia, Nevada, Arizonii; creen-
land, Siberia and Alaska. Cali:
folnia mourns the ]oss of her
best citizen, a big word that
srrrely wa.s ptoven in that no man
u,ill challenge its t],uth.,,

He emi6ira$ed to America in
,3.i

1945 lronr Bavaria and detiled in
I(entuoky, but did not find the
opportunity he wanted in the
wcll-settlctl slave ltate. In 1849
Irrttl by tl)c gold r.ush he. set
Iottll Ironl l.,Ii..isouri wit,h a pio-
neer'I'lIin llt LIlo (rontl)nny ot
Dr. ll,. II. Mr:l)orrrrkl, lntl Mr. C.
H. Swifl, wlro lrrl,r,r lx:r:trrrrr: the
filst Rlayol of sll(:nrntrlll,o. Whcll
cholela bl'ol(e ouL ln ilrrr wrrliorr
train the three youlrlt rnr:rr rlc-
serted it to finish ont thc Jortrncy
by themselves on horseback. ,Ihcy
took the trail wliich Route 40
now follows and at the Truckee
River made a short detour to
view thi scene where the Donner
Party had perished that wlnter.
They arrived at Sutter,s Fort,
Calif., on Sept. 13, 1849. ,t 

r

Loltis Sloss traded in some of',
the flourishing mining towns foi
a time, but early in the ,iftie;'
moved to Sacramento, and fo{
10 5,631r engaged tn the'wholei
sale grocery business wiih Icwii
Gerstle, r^rho had also migrated
from Bavaria. The great flood of
1861 caused them to move 'to
S.F. where he opened a stock
brokerage office. In 1866 he ob-
tained a, seat on the S.F. Stmk
& Exchange Board, and soon ac-
quil'ed a commanding posltion ap
a broher, especially in connection
with the silyer diScoveries in Ne-
vada,. Leaving the Stock Ex-
change in 18?3, the firm engaged.
in the wool, fur, hide and com-
mission business, and he became
one o{ the most extensive ship-
pers ln the port of S.F.

Louis Sloss was one of the
founders and first president of.
l,l)e Alasl(3 Comnlercial Co. His
close fliend, Lewis Gersile be-
came vice president, In 1869 he
went to Washington and nego-
tiated Lhe lease lrom the govern-
ment of the exclusive right lor
20 years to conduct sealing op-
erations on the Pribilof Islands,
After the discovery of gold in
Alaska the company developed
into a great tracling entel.nrise.

A kindly man, humble and
whole hearted, he helped support
almost every charity and philan-
thlophy in S.F. He regard.€d the
duties of citizenship as some-
thiug sacred. He was interested
in polilics as a part of civic ser-
vice and was treasuret: of the
F,eplrbllcan sLate Centt.al Com-
mittdril,t:ie atso held office as
!.reaisurCr; o( the University of
dallfornia irom 1885 until his
death and was 28th preqident. of
the Society of California pio_
reers. :

. \ ANNE SAWYEII,
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Towffihouse pro,eet plsnned for Sloss Estote

'The Lodge,' lormer Sloss tamily mansion now being replaced by condos

The $2.5 mi-llion Lodge Lane town-
house project in San RaIael is being
built on the oid Sloss Estate, not on the
site of the Gerstle Estate, according to
longtime residents of the area.

A photo caption in Fridav's Inde
pcndent-Journal incorrectly described
the site.

The 1.l-acre development, which will
have njne townhouses, is a portion of
the land that touis Sloss bought in t883.
It is east of the Gerstle property long
knorvn as Violet Hill. The 6ntire Gerstle
property has been a San Rafael city
park since the 1030s.

Louis Sloss' wife, Sarah, was Han-
nah Gerstle's sister; the sisters lived
during the summer as neighbors in San
Rafael and in the wintei lived near
each other in San Francisco. Their
husbands reportedly were business
partners.

While the Gerstles built a series of
houses on their property to hold their
growing family, the Sloss family con-
centrated on a single, huge house that
at one time had 36 bedrooms and 16
bathrooms.

In the 1930s, the Sloss property was

used by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church as "The Lodge," a retirement
home managed by the late Arnold
l,eonhard Sr. and his wile, Anna. She
now lives on Grove Street in what
originally was the Sloss familv,s car-
riage house.

The church sold the former Sloss
plope$-y to the Leonhards during World
War II, and The Lodge bec-ame i
temporary home for scores of Air Corps
families.

In recent years, Leonhard tried but
failed to rvin city approval for a series
of proposals for apartment and condom-
inium pro-jects on the land, according to
his son, Iouis. T'lre father finaly Jold
the l.l-acre portion that norv is-being
developed by the Four M Partnership.

, The conlusion over the history of the
development arose from researih done
by a public relations consultant for the
developers, who said both a tille compa-
ly -aqq a member of the Gersile family
had identified the parcel as once be
longing to the Gerstles rather than the
Sosses, who were related to the Gers-
tles by marriage.



Friday, lvlarch 21, 1980 Jnlernnbrnr-Jrrrn"l. 23

l:-... .::

:,,i-t1r

:.;*4

I

]I

:.:@

1i.. .. :ill!:r!:17.i1
:-. -, '::.!:!:!:!:!i!:: ::.:;::i

:l.,ill;,ffi

Townhouses for Gersfle Estofe hilltop
Where the spacious home first known

as "Violet Terrace" stood 
.l00 years ago

(below) earthmoving equipment now is
preparing the long-vacant site for nine
townhouses that will be offered in the
$225,000 to $250,000 bracket, with a
swimming pool and family recreation
area. The l.l-acre development adioins
Gerstle Park in San Rafael, on the site
of the original house that Lewis Gersfle
bought in'188.l as a summer home. palm

ffi.
:,: €&. i:::::::}# :

trees the Gerstle family planted are
preserved as part of the landscaping.
The two-story townhouses off Lodge
Lane are being developed by the Four
M. Partnership, Matt Masson and Rob-
ert C. McGowan of Marin and two
Baltimore businessmen, John Morrison
and Joseph Martin. Robert E. Ecktund
of Novato is architect for the proiect,
which is expected to be completed in six
months.
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destroyed the old Courthouse ir
San Rafael last night brough
back memories of other disas
trous fires in Marin's historl-.

In 1928 the historic .100-roorr
Hotel Rafael was destroyed b1
a fire that routed 150 guests
The fire, which broke out in ;
filth floor room and quickl3
shot into the attic destroyed the

$2.75 4MONTH BY CAPSER

hotel rvithin trvo hours. It was
located on what is now Bei]r
Avenue in the Dominican areal5c PER CoPy

sAr{ MrAEL, cAltFoRirr, ttolrDAy, orcrilgERld tgza 
,r::: lili.r:::_:_::::::.n_ru_yl one year later. a multimit.ffi lion-dollar Mill Valley fire de-
stroyed about 124 homes and
burned 900 acres of land on the
Tamalpais slopes on thc after-
noon of JuJy 2, 192g. The cause
was never determined. All of
llarin's.fire equipment as well
as San Francisco firemcn, sol-
diers and hundreds of volun-
teers fought the blaze for two
and a half da1's.

Eight persons were killed and
eight injured when flames de-
stro]'ed the LoCge. a boarding
house at San Rafael .Avenue

and Grove Street in San Rafael
in the earll' moming of llarch
9, 195;.

On the 29th annir.ersary of
the Hotel R af a el iire. wind-
fanned flames leveled a San
Rafael city bloek on the night of
JuIy A, 1957. Destroyed were 1i
businesses and one residcnce on
Fourth Street between D and E
streets. For a while it was
feared that the entire city
might be lost. Damage was es-
timated at $2 miltion.

The block{ong two-story com-
mercial building owned by the
late Joseph B. Rice at 430 Fran-
cisco Boulevard in San Rafael
was leveled by flames in the
arly evening of Aug. 26, 1960

Several businesses including a
hardware firm were a total loss
and traffic on Highway 101 was
held up for hours.

On JuIy 20, 1961. two Santa
Venetia boys set fire to Puerto

llo Tunnel north of San Ra-
ael, starting a conllagration
hat'cost the life of a fireman

did enormous amounis of

iiiirilirilrr:irirtriii$ iii

Iocal alcoholic organizations and San iataelpianning staff. Fate or tire 
-itiici;;;'"_

oylgd by Arnold Leonhard of San nrl".f _yS Uq decided by the city councit ;t-ii;.*.
today in city hall. *^e'J)'f/eg/zt



'Catrifornia Mouriis
Her Best CLttzen

n Francisco and en- l:.

brokerage business. In ji
:k board arrd, engaged lihide anrJ commlssion s

NOBLE, a kindly and gentle soul was called lrom earth
when Louis Sloss passed arvay. The joy of his family, the
pride of his race, the honor of'his city, the well-beloved,
the highest, purest, ablest, best type of mar; yet
r,vithal a soft and winning man was Louis Sloss. He for-
gave those that trespassed against him and did good to

those that despitefully used him. His charity was as broad as his to1-

eration, rvhich was universal; his thoughtfui kindness was like a mother's
1ove. As brave a man as ever lived, there u,'as no trace of bitterness in
his character, but, oh, horv scornfui he couid be of cowardice, oppres-
sion and meanness.

Louis Sloss 'lvas a shrervd, far-sighted and courageous merchant,
able and rvilling to match his ski1l in commerce with any captain of in-
dustry and Iike1y to be victor in the conflict, yet a1l men honored him
and spoke well of him' Let the young man r,vho is anxious to acquire
great rvealth ponder on the secret of Louis Sloss' life-the making of
himself richer without making others poorer.

He errvied. the possessious of no man; he sa',v the wealth in the
waste piaces oi the earth and went forth to take some of it. Louis Sloss

as a trader lvas ahvays miles ahead of the frontier. IIe rvas a pioneer
in California, Nevada, Arizona, Greenland, Siberia and Alaska, and, bet-
ter than lVilliam Penn, he traded with Indians 'rvithout cheating them.
When he made the venturesome fur contract for the seal islands and

found what lvas thought to be a foolish risk was a splendid investment,
he allowed his friends to share in his good fortune' He took care to
see that tl-re Aleuts on the islands got their fu11 share, and more' He
built them schools, hospitals and churches of the faith that they had
got from the Russians, and made them l:appy and contented' When
te found that lack of protection to seal life -*'as thioning out the herds,

he did aii in his por'ver and spent much money to help enforce America's
claims against Britisir pelagic sealing, despite the fact that the seal con-

cession ivas at that time and u'ould be {or twenty years in the hands of

trade rivals rvho had secured the lease by bidding for it more than Louis
Sloss thougirt it lvas worth. wiren asked u'hy he helped a rival he said,

"Oh, I'm an American, too."
Louis Sloss lvas a brave man, brave even about money that ma'kes

nearly all merchants cou'ards. lVhen the agent of the Central Pacific

threatened to extort an unjust freight rate Irom him, Louis Sloss put

the fellorv out of his offrce, chartered a steamer and sent his skins to
ionao" by rvay of X'Iagellan's straits. It cost much in money and en-

mity tc do tl-rat t1-ring, but he thought it his duty as a mall to resent cor-
porition tyranny, and he did his duty as he saw it.- 

Orr. instance oI his great charity and his rvay of doing it may be

which led hlm to the ,,
i and subseuuent.ll to i:

made a trip to Phila-
narriecl Sa.rah Greene-
rs hlm, Ile remained
mento until 1..!1i1. wliell
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rvilds. The compan].
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1ny it turned into a'poration.
irig the affairs of the

ComPanY IyIr. Slossl most extensive tan-
, in fire and marine
rtly or indirectlv infil€ pursuits.
ated'in the Inillions,

siven. An old couple living on a smalI farm in the mountains were

ihreatenecl lvith clispossession because they were unable to pay ofi the

;;;;;;.. The wife lvrote a letter to a man in San ,Francisco, asking

iri- t 1ry and get some one to lend the money on the security of. the

i".*. Stre tota of h.t orru hard 1ife, horv she had toiled early and late,

t or, t-t"t husband had worked, oI successive bad crops and the a"vful

ut*rt ort" staiing them in the face. The ietter was taken to Louis

S1oss, with the request that he ask one oI the banks in which he was

i"t.r.stea to grani ths 1oan.' ;His eyes rvere moist r'vhen he finished'

Coi"g ,o a dra'wer, he took out the needed sum in go1d, saying: 'If you

A"J ifr" case as stated, pay off the mortgage and burn it up' If they

""* 
g.t rich they "r" fry me back, but I think they will feel better

with io incumbrance or the 1itt1e place'"' -- 
ct " lesson of Louis sloss, life is so plain that all can read it. we

,io.*"ty trust that it '!vi11 influencb the lives oI a1i the young' men of
"Crfli.."ir. 

His life shor,vs tlat one may accumulate rvealth without be-

iirg cowardly, mean or avaricious' One may get rich and yet be hon-

;;:t;;t to".a lv all his neighbors. If Louis Sloss had been'in great

haste to make money, t"a to-g.r it had done mean things in-his'early
iil", if. a".fi.irg y..r, *ou1d iot have been ble-ssed with the.l,rappiness

et-i r"r""ity thal are God's gieatest and best gifts to mar'' ',':. .. ,

i California mourns ,h; 1"'.t-;ih;;l-ul$*qiti"t'-a big word that' but

e.;Efffi?e to say that no m^afi ilill "h"llit 
gA i%


