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edwoods were an orchard
cherry and peach trees, and rows
of raspberry bushes, to supply the kitchen
with {resh fruit and berries. Kitchen gardens
ded wegetables for the table and for
sing. Cucumbers were processed for dill
¢s, berries were made into jam
Chickens and several cows were kept for
esh eggs and milk, and butter was churn

nin surplus eream. ,

3V 1883, THE SLOSSES, with close {family
to the Gerstles, had bought four and a
acres next door and built a large
orian wooden house with rooms for nine

seyond the r
with apple,

.

ple

fr

i

staall fortune -each summer in San Rafael,
particularly resented the monthly water bills

N

rstles——

ferryboat from Sausalito. Everyone was driv-
en to the train station in carryalls drawn by
two horses and handled by coachmen. Trains
were pulled by little woodburning locomotives
along Richardsen's Bay to Sausalito.

The families took great pride in the
perfection of the appearances of their estates.
Gardeners were on duty the year around,
caring for the profusion of native California
and imported evergreens -- palms, magno-
lias and even bamana frees — and for the
many varieties of shrubbery., gl

THE GARDENER BEST Temembered

was Cesare Bettini who attended to the trees,

flowers, chickens and the children with equal
devotion. He taught the youngsters to appre-
ciate nature and to have consideration for all
living things. Flowers were picked for the
houses several times weekly.

The two houses presided over by Sarah
Sloss and Hannah Gerstle were noted for

T AR

In the opinion of the (rerstles and 1o
Slosses, “no full moon could equel that ser
from Violet Terrace as it rose over the
surrounding hills and flooded the gardens...’
Romances blossomed, and the garder
were perfect settings for weddings, not
that of Alice Gerstle to J. B, Levison in ]

1
and of Louise Sloss to Lloyd S. Ackerman |

ON SUNDAY MORNINGS many of tho
younger Slosses and Gerstles played feun’
(with the ladies relegated to spectator role:
or walked to San Rafael’'s village center
Evenings brought out musician-friends fren:
_San Francisco to help enterrtain. Or the
‘families sat on the front porch of the Slog
house to watch dazzling displays of fireworl
that were set off in the driveway and on {ic
lawn below. = ;

Following the 1906 earthguake, Viole! Ter

R e fee Gerstles, page 11V
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2 Franeisco,” tells in its prologue of a Gersti

,W_H“wnm, thelr friends.
. rEditor’s Note:

Q
family reunion in 1975 in the park that bears
their name. Attending the pienic were 2K
members of the family. And the scenes of fun

demo-and family warmth recreated for a time the
d was . Kk.~g gra

cious living that Violet Terracc
- knew ihrough the decades when the lovely
builings and grounds served as & cherished

: e Gerstles, their kin
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